PSCI 344
Torture: Pain, Body and Truth
Spring 2019
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Professor Jinee Lokaneeta

Email: jlokanee@drew.edu 
Office Hours: Wednesday and Thursday 12-1 pm and by appointment
Office: Smith House 202

Phone no: 973 408 3430 (prefer email)
Images of Guantánamo Bay, Cuba and Abu Ghraib Prison in Iraq have revived the attention on torture in the United States in the post-9/11 world. It has been seventeen years since the Guantánamo prison opened and eight years since President Obama’s executive order to shut down Guantánamo, and disallowing of all “enhanced” interrogation techniques. The current US President-Donald Trump- appears unsure of the prison’s future and the use of enhanced techniques though he has not foreclosed the possibility of keeping the prison open and allowing coercive interrogations. Keeping these events in mind, we take a step back and attempt to historically, philosophically, and conceptually analyze the debates on torture. 

We begin the course with a very different point in history: colonialism and its reliance on torture and trace the history before and after as well as the debates beyond. The aim is to analyze the different dimensions of torture: its apparent need in different societies, its relationship with pain and truth, and finally the control of state over bodies and lives in modern societies. 

This course has four different parts. We begin with the history of abolition of western torture that highlights the significance of torture in law alongside trace the varied experiences of torture. In the second part, we conceptualize torture as reflecting the relationship between law and violence and its implications for pain. In the third part, we engage in the “should we” debate: whether torture can be justified in any context. Finally, we evaluate the varied aspects of the torture debate in the United States in light of the experiences in the international arena.   

Student Learning Outcomes
· Students should become familiar with certain key terms in Political Theory such as State, Liberalism, Violence, and Pain.

· Students should know the history of the concept of Torture.

· Students should become familiar with the philosophical, historical, pragmatic, ethical and legal aspects of torture.
· Students should be able to critically analyze written and visual texts orally and in writing. 

· Students should be able to pick a particular research question, conduct independent research, and write a substantive paper based on feedback.

Course Requirements
Class Participation including Write ups: 20% (Can miss only one write up)

2 Presentations:                                       35%

Film Analysis:                                         10%

Paper:                                                      35%
General Course Policies

· Handouts will be given through the course of the semester describing the paper requirements.
· Please stop by during office hours and let me know if you have difficulties with any of the readings or in researching and writing the papers. 

· All assignments for the course have to be fulfilled in order to get a grade for the class. 
· I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus.
Note about Write-ups 
· Each week you will hand in a one page write up on the readings. This will not be a summary of the readings but rather should raise a few points for discussion that arise from your critical analysis of the readings. 

· What is the main theme of the readings? What are some arguments that are persuasive or not? Analyze and critique while explaining the central argument of the readings.
· You are not required to submit the one page write up on the day of your presentation. 

Note about the Presentations/Short Paper/Moodle 
· You are required to do two presentations in the course of the semester.

· One presentation will be a critical analysis of the readings for the week. You will coordinate with and do a joint presentation with a fellow student.

· You have to present some critical points from the readings and lead the discussion. Your ability to present the material in an engaging manner, raise provocative questions and lead the discussion in a joint effort will also be assessed. 
· You will find two visual representations of concepts from the readings that you will use to illustrate your points and build your discussion around.

· The presentation will be about 20-25 minutes long.   

· You will also hand in a joint five page paper along with the presentation. The presentation and paper will constitute 20% of your grade.
· The second presentation will be your own paper. You will present your paper to the class as if you are presenting your work in a professional conference. This will constitute 15% of your grade. 
Note on Participation and Attendance Policy
· The success of the seminar depends on your enthusiasm to participate, discuss and argue.

· Since we meet only once a week, attendance is required and absences will affect your grade adversely. Only absences based on the university policy will be considered. 
· There are strict penalties for late or missed assignments. Exceptions will be made only based on university policy. The late policy is that 1/3rd grade will be deducted for each full day. Papers will not be accepted one week after the due date.

· In addition to the course attendance policy, students should be aware of their rights and responsibilities regarding absences for legitimate reasons as described in the University’s Absence Policy: 
 http://catalog.drew.edu/content.php?catoid=29&navoid=1338#attendance
Note about Film Analysis
· You will write a three page note on one of the three films that we watch in the course using some of the readings in the course (detailed handout later). Please take notes while watching all the three films.
            The Battle of Algiers 
            Taxi to the Dark Side
            Ghosts of Abu Ghraib
Guidelines about the Research Paper

· You will write a 15-20 page Research Paper and hand in first an abstract with bibliography, and then a 10 page draft at the time of the final research presentation.

· Papers should be type written, double spaced with a 12 point font preferably Times New Roman. 
· Authors should be cited in an acceptable format. Any source that you use has to be cited including online sources. You can choose a standard format such as MLA or Chicago style but it should be followed in a systematic manner. We will discuss this in class but ask me if you have any questions.

Requesting Accommodations at Drew

Requesting Accommodations for the First Time:  

Students are instructed to contact Accessibility Resources.

Although a disclosure may take place at any time during the semester, students are encouraged to do so early in the semester, because, in general, accommodations are not implemented retroactively.  For additional information, visit:   http://www.drew.edu/academic-services/disabilityservices
Returning Students with Approved Accommodations:  

Requests for previously approved accommodations for the current semester should be sent to Accessibility Resources ideally within the first two weeks of class.   This allows the office sufficient lead time to process the request.  Please complete the accommodations request at:

http://www.drew.edu/academic-services/disabilityservices/request-for-accommodations
Office of Accessibility Resources contact information:

Director-Dana Giroux

Location-Brothers College, Room 119B

Phone: 973-408-3962

Email: dgiroux@drew.edu, disabilityserv@drew.edu

Academic Integrity

All students are required to uphold the highest standards of academic honesty. Any case of academic dishonesty will be dealt with according to the guidelines and procedures outlined in Drew University’s Standards of Academic Integrity: Guidelines and Procedures. A copy of this document is available on the Drew U-KNOW website.  Look first for CLA Dean’s Office and then look for: “Academic Integrity Standards.”
Required Texts
William F. Schulz (Ed). The Phenomenon of Torture: Readings and Commentary. Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2007.

Additional readings will be available in two readers at Smith House with Lydia Feldman lfeldman@drew.edu
* IT IS REQUIRED TO BRING THE READING (READER/BOOK) FOR THE WEEK TO CLASS.*
January 17
A Film on Torture and Introductions
 The Battle of Algiers
PART I

January 24
Abolition of Torture: Revisiting the History
From Schulz, Chapter 1
Foreword and Introduction xiii- 9
Dubois, Torture and Truth, 13
The Torture of Jesus, 16
Langbein. Torture and the Law of Proof, 19  

Beccaria. “An Essay on Crimes and Punishments,” 34
Voltarie, “On Torture and Capital Punishment,” 36
Evans and Morgan, Preventing Torture, 38
Experiences of Torture
From Schulz, Chapter II

Lomax, The Railway Man, 49. 

Pheto, And Night Fell, 53
Statement by Abu Ghraib detainee, 60
Solzhenitsyn, The Gulag Archipelago, 63
Weschler, A Miracle, a Universe, 66
Korovessis, The Method, 71
Amery, “Torture,” 80
Brownmiller, Against Our Will, 88
Amnesty, Report Uzbekistan, 95
Garcia, Prison of Women, 97.

PART II

January 31
Understanding Law, Pain, and Violence 

Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison, Translated by Alan Sheridan. New York: Vintage Books, 1977 in Reader.
Elaine Scarry. Body in Pain: the Making and Unmaking of the World. New York: Oxford University Press, 1985, Introduction, in Reader. 
Elaine Scarry. Body in Pain: the Making and Unmaking of the World, pp. 27-59 in Reader.
Feitlowitz. Lexicon of Terror, Excerpt in Reader.
PART III

February 7
Dynamics of Torture

From Schulz, Chapter IV

CIA, Human Resource Exploitation Training Manual, 155
Millet, The Politics of Cruelty, 163
Timerman, Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number, 167
Sussman, “What's Wrong with Torture,” 178
Copelon, “Intimate Terror,” 180
Social Context of torture 

Vidal-Nacquet, Torture, 195
Arendt. The Origins of Totalitarisnism, 196
Makiya, Republic of Fear, 201
Staub, “The Psychology and Culture of Torture and Torturers,” 204
Crelinsten, “How to Make a Torturer,” 210
Conroy, Unspeakable Acts, Ordinary People, 215
Understanding the Parameters of the Torture Debate: The “should we” dilemma.
From Schulz, Chapter VI

Bentham, “Of Torture,” 221
Levin, “The Case for Torture,” 227
Bernstein, “Kidnapping Has Germans Debating Police Torture,” 230
Dershowitz, Why Terrorism Works, 233
Shue, “Torture,” 241
Moran, “Suggestions for Japanese Interpreters,” 249
Schulz, Tainted Legacy, 260

February 14
Parameters of Modern Torture
Darius Rejali. Torture and Democracy. Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2008, Introduction in Reader.
Jinee Lokaneeta. Chapter 1: “Law’s Struggle with Violence: Ambivalence in the “Routine” Jurisprudence of Interrogations in the United States” in Reader.
Childs, Dennis. (2003). ‘Angola, Convict Lease, and the Annulment of Freedom: The Vectors of Architectural and Discursive Violence in the U.S. “Slavery of Prison”’. In Arturo J. Aldama, ed. (2003). Violence and the Body: Race, Gender, and the State Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 2003 in Reader.

February 21
Imagery of Guantánamo and Definitions of Torture in Memos, Reports and Acts 

Excerpts from Memorandum for John A. Rizzo, Senior Deputy General Counsel, Central Intelligence Agency from Steven Bradbury, Principal Deputy Assistant Attorney General. “Re: Application of 18 U.S.C. §§ 2340-2340A to certain techniques That may be Used in the Interrogation of High Value al Qaeda Detainee.” May 10, 2005 in Reader.
Jinee Lokaneeta.  Chapter 3, “Torture in the TV show 24: Circulation of Meanings.” 

Jared Del Rosso. “The Toxicity of Torture: The Cultural Structure

of US Political Discourse of Waterboarding.” Social Forces 93(1), September 2014.

Senate Select Committee on Intelligence: Committee Study of the CIA's Detention and Interrogation Program, Executive Summary (Selections) in Reader.
*Film: Taxi to the Dark Side*2007 directed by Alex Gibney.
February 28
Who are the Torturers?

From Schulz, Chapter III

Hochschild, King Leopold’s Ghost, 101
Atkinson, “The Torturer’s Tale,” 104
Milgram, “The Perils of Obedience,” 110
Haritos-Fatouros, “The Official Torturer,” 120
Golston, “Ritual Abuse” 124
Langguth, Hidden Terrors 127
Drolshagen, The Winter Soldier Investigation,132
Amery, “Torture,” 134
Hochschild, “The Torturers’ Notebooks,” 136
Aussaresses, The Battle of the Casbah, 137
Fanon, The Wretched of the Earth,139
Crelinsten, “In Their Own Words,” 141
Gregg Bloche, M.D., and Jonathan H. Marks. “Doctors and Interrogators at Guantanamo Bay.” New England Journal of Medicine 353;1 July 7, 2005 in Reader.
Chiara Lepora and Joseph Millum. “The Tortured Patient: A Medical Dilemma.” Hastings Center Report, May-June, 2011 in Reader.

*Film: Ghosts of Abu Ghraib*2007, directed by Rory Kennedy. 
No Class on March 7 due to spring break
March 14
Rendition 

Victoria Brittain. Shadow Lives: The Forgotten Women of the War on Terror. Pluto Books, 2013.
The North Carolina Connection To Extraordinary Rendition and Torture. UNC school of Law, January 2012 in Reader.

Jane Mayer. “Outsourced.” The Dark Side: The Inside Story of How The War on Terror Turned into a War on American Ideals. New York: Doubleday, 2008 in Reader.
Ali H. Soufan. The Black Banners: The Inside Story of 9/11 and the War against al-Qaeda. New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2011, Selections in Reader.
Joseph Pugliese. Instrumental and Gratuitous Violence: The torture and death of Gul Rahman in the CIA Salt Pit. Cultural Studies 27.1 January 2013 in Reader.
*Film: Outlawed: Extraordinary Rendition, Torture and Disappearances in the “War on Terror” * by WITNESS and 14 Non-Profit Organizations Worldwide. 

March 21
Legacies: Colonialism and the Past
Frantz Fanon (1963) “Colonial War and Mental Disorders.” In Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Philippe Bourgois, eds. (2004). Violence in War and Peace: an anthology, Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing in Reader.

Taussig, Michael. (1984). ‘Culture of Terror - Space of Death: Roger Casement's Putumayo Report and the Explanation of Torture’. In Nancy Scheper-Hughes and Philippe Bourgois, eds. Violence in War and Peace : an anthology (Malden, MA : Blackwell Publishing, 2004 in Reader.

Atrayee Sen. “Torture and Laughter: Naxal insurgency, custodial violence, and inmate resistance in a women’s correctional facility in 1970s Calcutta.” Modern Asian Studies 52. 3 (2018) in Reader. 
Lokaneeta. Chapter 5: “Contemporary States of Exception:  Extraordinary Laws and Interrogation in India.” 
March 28

Abu Ghraib: Race, Gender and Power 
Timothy Kaufman-Osborn, “Gender Trouble at Abu Ghraib?” Politics & Gender, 2005 in Reader.

Angela Y. Davis. Abolition Democracy: Beyond Empire, Prisons, and Torture. Seven Stories Press, 2005. In Reader.
Anupama Rao. “Torture: The Public Secret.” Economic and Political Weekly June 5, 2004 in Reader.
Basuli Deb. “Transnational Feminism and Women Who Torture: Re- imag(in)ing Abu Ghraib Prison Photography.”  Postcolonial Text 7. 1, 2012 in Reader.

PART IV
April 4
Addressing Torture in the International Arena
From Schulz

Jacobsen & Montgomery, “Treatment of Victims of Torture,” 285
Amnesty, “Police Officers Convicted of Torturing Man in Detention,” 297
Worden, “Torture Spoken Here,” 299
Aydin v. Turkey, 304
Amnesty, International Criminal Court Q & A Sheet, 308
Robertson, “An End to Impunity,” 311
Robertson, “The Case of General Pinochet,” 314
Claude, Filartiga v. Pena-Irala, 325
Hayner, “The Contribution of Truth Commissions,” 333
Dubois, “Human Rights Education for the Police,” 347

Landau Commission Report 267
Supreme Court of Israel Judgment 275
April 11
Mohamedou Ould Slahi. Guantanamo Diary. Little, Brown and Company, 2015 (excerpts in reader).
Analyzing the Guantanamo Docket https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/projects/guantanamo
Debate on Guantánamo and the way forward. 
*Film Analysis due*
April 18 and April 25
Final Paper Presentations
(Paper Draft Due at time of Presentations)
Final Paper Due on May 2, 2019.
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