POLITICAL SCIENCE 477/577:

LEGAL THEORY AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS
Instructor:
Vince Jungkunz

Office:

Bentley Annex 249

Office Hours:
By appointment.  

Phone:

593 - 1336

Email:

jungkunz@ohio.edu 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

What is law?  Where does law come from? What are the parameters of law? What is not law? Why law? What does law have to do with morality? What does law have to do with power? Is law necessary? Is law oppressive? What makes law legitimate? Is law objective and neutral? What does law have to do with politics? Is law simply politics?  Is law a manifestation of entrenched power? These are just some of the questions we will encounter this quarter as we explore legal theory. These are fascinating and important questions about citizenship, power, legal reality, and obligation; questions I hope you’ll entertain seriously enough to enhance your own sense of what law is and why it is important in everyday life.  In addition to these questions, we will explore several important social problems involving sex & gender, class, race, and sexuality in the context of legal theory. We will seek to understand how the law is both potent and at times possibly impotent in solving these problems; and how we as citizens can maneuver within and around legal texts to improve this thing called life. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS & GRADING POLICY
Students will be required to participate in class discussions, write 5 response papers, and take a final exam. Attendance is required.  

Course grades will be determined as follows:

Exam        = 
   

100

Response Papers       
  = 
100



 

Total  
200


Letter Grade

Single Exam Grade

Cumulative Grade


A


93 - 100


186 - 200


A-


90 - 92



180 - 185


B+


87 - 89



174 - 179


B


83 - 86



166 - 173


B-


80 - 82



160 - 165


C+


77 - 79



154 - 159


C


73 - 76



146 - 153


C-


70 - 72



140 - 145


D+


67 - 69



134 - 139


D


63 - 66



126 - 133


D-


60 - 62



120 - 125


F


< =  59



< = 119

RESPONSE PAPERS 

Students are required to write five response papers (see schedule/due dates below).  The response papers should be 2 single-spaced pages, 12-point font.  The papers should be thoughtful engagements with a major theme or idea presented in the texts.  After picking a theme, or set of themes, you should very briefly summarize the theme/idea; then, you should proceed to put forward your own ideas, points of agreement/disagreement, etc.  Each paper is due at the beginning of class in which a given set of readings will be discussed.

TEXTS
There is one required text for this course, Jurisprudence Classical and Contemporary: From Natural Law to Postmodernism by Robert Hayman, Jr., Nancy Levit, and Richard Delgado. Also, from time to time, I may throw a few additional readings your way that you’ll be able to access online or via electronic reserve.  Understanding law requires lots of reading and writing; so, be prepared for lots of text. But, just think, the reward may involve you becoming one of the great legal minds of the (post) modern era. Who knows? 

COURSE SCHEDULE
Friday (5/17)

Course Introduction

Friday (5/24)

Read: 
Chapter One, Natural Law



Response 1 due

Friday (5/31)

Reading Day

Read:
Chapter Three, Legal Realism—focus on the following:

· Grey, Modern American Legal Thought; Holmes, The Path of the Law; Pound, The Scope and Purpose of Sociological Jurisprudence; Llewellyn, A Realistic Jurisprudence—the next step; Pound, The Call for a Realist Jurisprudence; Llewellyn, Some Realism about Realism—Responding; Frank, Are Judges Human? See note 1, p. 195; Fuller, American Legal Realism; Cohen, On Absolutism in Legal Thought; Gilmore, Legal Realism: Its Cause and Cure; Lochner v. New York.

Friday (6/7) 

Read:  
Chapter Five, Critical Legal Studies




Response 2 due

Friday (6/14)  

Read:
Chapter Seven, Feminist Legal Theories



Response 3 due

Friday (6/21)   
Read:
Chapter Eight, Critical Race Theory



Response 4 due

Friday (6/28)

Read:
 Chapter Ten, Postmodern Legal Theory



Response 5 due

2
1

